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Roundtable Discussion 
 
Ben Hedstrom  
 
Silver Falls Nature Center – Adding 2 more pods—maybe Ants and Deer. 
Deer – Leaping across stream or jumping over obstacles. 
Ants – thatched mounds to slide down. 
 
Nook with a large scale leaf so the kids feel like the scale of ants. 
 
Tunnel off mound moving items from one point to the other. 
 
Fear of injury by falling off the leaf structure.   
 
Outline would be the edge and the ant hill would be in the middle 
 
 
Sandra Burtzos 
 
Continuing work with Westmoreland.  They didn’t anticipate the usage. 
 
Submitted Westmoreland to ORPA for award. 
 
Workshop stuff 
 
Requests for tours – environmental educ. group tour using teens. Using the form Bruce 
developed, they did observations on how the kids used the space and asked parents pointed 
questions.  We could possibly use the types of questions for further use. 
 
Tour for ORPA workshop coming up:  Couch Park – people are asking for nature play.  The 
Magnet school playground is the park. 
 
 
Ben Johnson 
 
Greenworks has a new Principle --Gil Williams. He is one of the Founders of Atlas.  
 
Ben is working with Ben H. on Silver Falls. 
 
 



Jerry Burgess 
 
Trials realignment projects and clean water issues.  They would like to move trail away from the 
lake but then it will be too close to the neighbors.  Trying to resolve the issues. 
 
 
Carrie Lovellette 
 
Blog page needs items.  Following are suggestions: 
 
 Nadako is opening soon and should be added to the blog right away. 
 Update member list for active and non-active members. 
 Interesting articles like Landscape Architecture or Sunset magazines. 
 Red Tricycle – link to their sight. 
 Add two new posts a month. 
 Carrie to send an email twice a month requesting topics for the blog.  We could build a 

backlog of items that could be used. 
 Update forms and resources. 
 Update the design. 
 Add Project openings. 
 Updating pictures, seasonal, etc. 
 Add items like new Raingear footie pajamas-type for kids that folks might be interested in. 
 Articles like Michael Barton Exploring Portland’s Nature Areas. 
 
Another suggestion was made for possibly having a Facebook or Twitter page but it could be too 
much work for one person. 
 
 
Amy LaTomme Presentation 
 
Capacity of a forest school – based on the size of the forest and the amount of kids.   
 
If you only had a couple of acres and enough diversity in the forest, you could still accomplish 
that sense of ownership.  Even in a two acres space you can have diverse pods that kids will 
interact in. 
 
Any reluctance of the parents to have their kids in the woods?  Most parents were cooperative. 
 
They call it the early learning forest. 
 
Were there any special needs kids—Behavioral issues, Aspergers and ADD, but all were mobile. 
 
Tryon Creek has a forest kindergarten. 
 
Can we put Amy’s presentation on our site? After some thought Amy decided it would not be a 
good idea.  However, she gave us a link to put on the blog. 



ORPA Workshop Discussion 
 
How do you work with the vendors while you’re in design stage? 
 
Process of working with them on the details. 
 
How do you work through these issues?  Use examples. 
 
What kinds of process can be put in place. 
 
Questions on cost will come up. 
 
The intro is going to be difficult because of the noise level outside. 
 
By the bridge and close by – we could get a mic and give the intro. 
 
A welcome in the shelter to let everyone know how the day has been planned out and the context 
of the park. 
 
The theme is the most important piece to portray. 
 
Stephanie could provide a brief intro and then Rod after that. 
 
Then we walk to the church. 
 
Maybe add cost effectiveness pod – lots of questions will be raised about cost. 
 
Should get the preliminary agenda to Stephanie by the end of April so it can be advertised. 
 
Magazine article for National Parks Magazine by end of April. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


