
Nature Play Meeting 
December 4, 2014 
 
Roundtable Updates: 
 

 Sunset Magazine may be doing an article on Westmoreland.  
 

 Nadaka is still plugging along. Things are being built. Construction stopping for winter.  
They’re shooting for April 4th as the grand opening. 

 
 THPRD has a new nature play area under construction. Stay tuned. 

 
Research Project – Sophie 
 
Louise from University of Colorado – She’s in charge of a program called Children and the 
Environment. 
 
Survey got good feedback.  She suggested that we compare a nature play playground to a regular 
playground.  It may work long-term but not enough time for Sophie to work on.  She also gave 
another name to Sophie that could be helpful.  He could write a literary review about other 
surveys. 
 
Sophie will interview people for this survey.  Question arose, should we add more than the 
observational perspective? 
 
Sandra said Lori Howell, working on Grad degree, is another person of interest.  Her thesis is to 
develop a campaign to engage Portlanders into nature. Specifically low income.  Survey to figure 
what marketing words would resonate with these folks. Complete it by May.  Maybe Sophie can 
work with her.  The work would be meaningful. David Bond said changing behavior with regard 
to nature.  Pre and post surveys of her campaign.   
 
Another possibility – Rod said Metro is paying for the nature Play toolkit.  GreenWorks is 
developing this.  Illustrating through case studies in the chapters – helping track down the 
information on other sites besides Oregon.  Internship types stuff as well.  Maybe Sophie could 
help Robin.  
 
Discussion – Should we consider combining ONPlay with the Intertwines outdoor play 
advocacy group? 
 
What is the difference between the two groups? 

The intertwine and metro are hosting a group discussing advocacy of outdoor play 
advocacy in general including schools, healthcare industry, as well as parks providers. 
Intertwine is the organizer and Metro is the facilitator because they provide the space.   
 
 



April Gutierrez wanted to get more information about nature play because her son’s 
school wasn’t doing the right stuff. She pulled the symposium together quickly and 
successfully. 
 
Anita and Michelle have gone to their meetings and Steve J. goes, as well.   
 
ONPlay is much more focused on design. 

 
Intertwine is much more focused on the schools and parents groups. 
 
We are physical asset oriented. 

 
Suggested steps: 
 

Suggestion was for both groups to meet together quarterly. 
 
Maybe each group could post agendas and then we can know what’s going on with each 
other. 
 
They are also talking about grants and funding and linking health and outside.  There’s a 
lot of overlap but with a different angle. 

 
See the value of keeping them separate. 

 
Loop in anyone interested into that group as well. 

 
Share contact info with our group with Intertwine and vice versa. 

 
Other Agenda Items: 
 

1. There are articles on ASLA website that could be helpful – it’s called The Field.  
Publically accessible: Thefield.alsa.org.  It’s kind of like a blog. 

 
2. There is an online learning opportunity on the ASLA website:  Risk Management at 

Nature Play and Learning Areas:  A Risk Analysis Approach – 1.0 PDH (LA CES/HSW) 
for $165.00.  The presentation provides background on the dominant standards-based 
approach to risk management in children’s play area. 

 
3. Jerry – The Max group met to discuss Nature Play.  Tentative date set for the Nature Play 

Workshop:  Thursday, July 23rd.   Maybe a joint workshop at Westmoreland and with 
irrigation and then a Max barbeque in the center. Sandra said yes to Westmoreland being 
available or maybe doing something in Eugene or Southern Oregon. Several folks said 
we need to focus on the area where the nature plays are. 

 
Subject – Nature Play site touring and class.  We need to work on the agenda.  Should be 
customized by the site and offerings from those sites. 



 
Intertwine could possibly to do a training on advocacy or funding.   
 
We also thought about the toolkit.  We could also do that at a later date. 
 
Maybe flip-flop and do site visit first, then the training.  
 
There’s a church nearby to Westmoreland that we could hold the workshop. 
 
We could break into smaller groups and look at each offering at the park and the lessons 
learned. 
 
Lessons learned from designs are a completely different area to discuss. 
 
Mac reps will follow up with Onplay. 
 

4. ORPA has awards for design – submit for the annual conference! 
 

5. Rooster Rock Nature Play area – reduce asphalt 15% in parking area and restore the 
waterfront edge. Lots of work ahead of OPRD. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 

 


