
OnPlay Meeting 
Portland Parks and Recreation 
September 25th 
4-6 p.m. 
 
Ben, Jerry, Sandra, Jaime, Steve, Michelle, Christine, Rod, and Carrie 
 
Roundtable updates: 
 
Westmoreland nature play is open!!  Good reviews and kids played in the rain. Cassandra Logan 
is doing articles on several parks including Westmoreland – in November issue. 
 
Nature Play at Ebner Park in Mt. Angel is going in around the first of the month.  
 
Nadaka is under construction – going well so far.  Chris will bring photos to next meeting. 
 
Nature Play Guidelines Overview 
 
 
Update on Nature Play week –  
 
It went well.  Good turnout good discussion.  130 attended.   
 
Jaime suggested holding our meetings at Tryon Nature Center.  However, because of traveling 
issues and no mass transit, the group would like to continue to hold meetings at Portland Parks. 
 
There are more folks who to join OnPlay. 
 
There is talk of a coalition forming to get kids outside to play.   
 
Mark hopes that will be the advocacy group. 
 
Rod will put a link on their website to our OnPlay website. 
 
The attendance shows how much interest there is. 
 
We need to focus statewide and not just this region. 
 
 
Tool Kit and Website 
 
Greenworks will be working on the tool kit and have asked OPRD to help, then bring to the 
ONplay team for review.  Then will move on to the redesigning the website. 
 
Forming a larger group 
 



Steve says he’s open but who’s interested? 
 
Some designers are interested.  We can add the eight that have inquired. 
 
Maybe work with ORPA—a planning and design group and we can sit under it. 
 
We could have a core team, and then open it up to others.  
 
Are parents or teachers interested?   
 
Be clear on our spaces – open and natural.  
 
Site visits could be open to everyone.   
 
We could set up a “board” (the core group) and then have the rest come to the “advocacy” side. 
 
Sign them up for the website and go from there. 
 
Timeline is next summer. 
 
 
Research Proposal – Michelle 
 
Very little research out there. 
 
See Michelle’s handout. 
 
Collect everything out there 10-12 groupings. We don’t have to reinvent the wheel.  We can 
make our own research tool. 
 
We could look to PSU or OSU for help. 
 
We could create forms on line. 
 
There are 10 sites that are already built, large woody materials, and loose parts, and plantings. 
Ask them if they have any data. 
 
Michelle will manage the concept.   
 
Metro will have an intern to do the technical stuff.   
 
Research core team. 
 
Then have monthly update at our meetings. 
 
Christine says there are several folks at her office that might be able to “ask the right questions”. 



Michelle will send it out to the world and see what happens. 
 
 
Training Workshop – Jerry 
 
Mid-March or April.  Need to put an agenda together for Stephanie. 90 days to put it together. 
 
Workshop – Westmoreland would be a good one.  And Eugene or Bend? 
 
Probably Eugene because it’s not as far as Bend. 
 
Anita would know - contact her for info. 
 
Nadaka would be a good one.   There’s a church that is very accommodating. 
 
Westmoreland W. Pres church near. 
 
Audience – Symposium group, Montessori schools, PRDs 
 
Tool kit for Advocacy will be done in May or June (Rod).  International Monday 
 
3-4 projects to look at for lower income neighborhoods 
 
Schools and churches or public parks?  General public-underserved communities. 
 
Topics  
 
What is Nature Play and how to do it. 
Maintenance 
 
 
What are the needs:   
 
Follow up, more about the playgrounds 
Do you want to make one…? 
Here is the tool kit 
What are we learning? 
Safety and maintenance & costs 
Data sharing 
 
Sort of like Nature Play 101 what is it, 102 how do you build it and 103 how do you maintain it. 
Do workshops in Portland and Eugene. 
We could have good attendance every year. 
 
Dig into it deeper than just an overview. 
Update our resource list on our blog. 



BLOG STUFF 
Statistics about health of kids, etc. 
Weekly blog – factoids from articles on health, safety etc. 
Finding resources for folks 
Nadaka function this weekend – talk to Chris 
Friends of Nadaka facebook page. 
 
101 should come out with the Metro kit in May. 
 
We have to make sure that the metro kit is ready to present. 
 
A draft would be presented to ONPlay first for review in May. 
 
Several partners would be involved.  
Workshops 
ORPA training workshop would be good to do the 
Fun to do:  good design, design charrettes 
 
Then integrate one of the 5 sites and do the workshop on that site. 
 
Metro led could do the tool kit 
 
Maybe do it in July. 
 
Table the discussion until Greenworks can come in with their stuff. 
 
Metro will bring different pieces of the tool kit to the Onplay meetings to get peer reviews. 
 
July 23rd Date for workshop? 
 
NOTE TO SELF – READ THE GUIDELINES JAIME SENT OUT. 
 
A tool kit not 200 pages long! 
 
Next meeting go over our direction and where we go from here. 
 
Helping design 
Having an advisory committee 
Tours should be bigger and have more people to go 
More discussion time 
ORPA could bring some maintenance people and talk about maintenance 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 


