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Silver Falls State Park 
 
 
 
Highlights of the Workshop: 
 
Guidelines and standards are important to adhere to but not the end all.  Amount of guidelines 
used is dependent upon the style of the nature play (NP) area. 
 
Important to have several playground inspectors to get different perspectives on your nature play 
area. 
 
Need to understand how a child will interpret what you build.  A bench isn’t just for sitting on in 
a child’s mind. The will make the area into what they want. 
 
It’s good to use a monitoring scheduled to see how children use your NP area. 
 
Look for areas that children gravitate to—they will find it—you must embrace it and designate it. 
 
Maintenance is the key in keeping NP areas safe. 
 
Safety & Design Discussion 
 
Liability – have these NP areas been challenged? 
 
Yes, the NY site was challenged and the NP area’s safety was upheld in court. 
 
Work with Risk & Park Managers on the safety aspects.  
 
Lots of states have audits of public spaces—but Oregon doesn’t. 
 
Recommend—work with playground design consultants when planning your NP area.   
 
Comment:  There is no single location for data gathering of NP area injuries.  ONPlay could be 
the group to gather this information from Oregon Parks. 
 
Someone asked why there are no swings in NP areas. 
 
Swings and slides are tough—they’re not cost effective and take up a huge amount of space for 
safety. 
 
Another suggestion was to have “Art in the Park” be a part of NP areas; perhaps to donate artistic 
skills. 



Constructions Discussion 
 
Be aware of construction challenges and hidden costs such as tools, machinery, and accessibility 
for those machines. 
 
Have a shirret session to gather ideas and get people involved and excited about the NP area, 
especially maintenance staff. 
 
Having raw materials available was key for Silver Falls. 
 
Maintenance and Safety 
 
Hold regular inspections – operational and annual. 
 
A suggestion was to use Borat plugs every 6-8” to preserve tree stumps or other natural large 
wood pieces. 
 
It’s important to remember that part of the NP area is to give kids the opportunity to see living 
things (bugs) in the natural deterioration of a log—the natural progression of the life of a tree. 
 
NP AREA TRAIL BUILDING EXERCISE 
 
Feedback from exercise 
 
A Q&A for people who will use this equipment—including parents. 
 
Parents interact with NP areas too. 
 
Add a suggestion box at NP areas. 
 
The communication between us and ONPlay group—we have email signup sheet to build our 
group. 
 
Anticipate larger folks using the structures—parents interact with their children. 
 
Nice to see there are no benches for parents to sit on and use their electronic devices. 
 
We need to collect the cost data and share—this will help others to plan their NP areas. 
 
Suggestion was that Silver Falls set up a “play date” at their NP area. 
 
There is a bit of an accessibility issue with parts of the NP area.  Trail is accessible but more 
difficult to maneuver around structures. 
 
Need data on “real” injuries compared to standard playground equipment. 
 



The off-trail areas – where are we?  Give the area and they will stay within that area with 
boundary markers. 
 
The area we built the trails through is a great area for “off-trail” play. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 


