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ON Play Meeting Notes 
Tryon Creek State Park – July 26, 2012 
 
Attendees:   Steve Kirn 

Mark Davison 
         Christina Frank  
         Michelle Mathis 
         Sandra Koike 
         Bruce Barbarash  
 
Meeting Topics:   Schedule 

 Design of Visitor Experience at Tryon Creek 
 

Review of Last Meeting 

We still need an approach for the next year. Last meeting we decided to coordinate 10-12 mtgs and 
have a committee member lead a meeting on a project of their choosing. We could tie the projects 
together by using a wood theme and document lessons learned. 

Wood Guidelines for Oregon Play 

- We could create something that demonstrates a step by step for parents and others. People ask 
how natural playgrounds are implemented. In the end we should come up with a packet to 
show/document how this is done. 

- THPRD has a guideline document. They have added as many specifics as they can, it is difficult  
to get more specific because everyone has different circumstances, site specifics, and bags of 
tricks. 

- The document could be focused on regional materials since we have cedar, fir etc. here in the 
PNW.  

- This could be the first of many yearly themes such as “working with wood” and “working with 
stone. “ 

-  We should also include failures we encountered. 
- Early in the year we will create a framework and each month we will fill in some area that 

relates to the presentation.   
- Sandra will be able to fill in a draft of the frame work after each meeting. The presenter will 

need to submit information to her before the meeting on how their topic will fill in the ‘working 
with wood’ framework. 

 Schedule 

We create a rough draft schedule for the year. Not everyone was in attendance so it is still a draft until it 
can be finalized. See attached draft 
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Getting Kids into Nature  

- when do we take kids off trail? Many of us squished nature and learned that way. 
- A  recent Wired magazine, it listed the 5 best toys ever – a box, stings, mud, sticks, and 

something else. 
- Do we want to include education in nature play? Our focus is play not education?  
- it is an audience question. Who are you building it for? Nature Play is an opportunity for 

students to experience nature. He started off with his natural play areas for THPRD being very 
educational, but then decided to back off. 
 

On Play’s Role 

- Also, need to promote natural play to politicians. If we can get parents to talk about natural play 
areas it may get more funding. In the SCORP surveys, playground came in #1 as the desired 
recreation area. When natural play was placed on the survey, it ranked #7. How can we get the 
information out to parents? Is there a way we can have this as a goal for the long term? 

- Michelle is seeing natural play areas in all the new park master plans and she sees nature 
themed play instead of creative nature play. She expressed concerned that nature play will pass 
as a fad if we continue to offer a watered down version to the public. 

- Bruce asked if we are a public facing group or practitioner group? 
- Steve said that nature play areas may not be designed well, but the idea that they are in every 

master plan is great. 

Tryon Creek State Park – Nature Center Design Workshop (lead - Mark Davison) 

- Mark introduced Tryon Creek S.P. Tryon is the largest park adjacent to an urban area. How do 
we make this park a gateway to other parks? How do we make the nature center a gateway to 
the state? How can nature play catch on with the public like our “Lets Go Camping” program. Is 
there room in nature play for some of the concepts – such as building a tent that becomes 
permanent?  The group worked on design options and ideas for the site. These are still in 
development, but we will share them here when they are open for public viewing. 
 

Action Items: 

1. Christina will arrange a site visit to Metro’s Blue Lake Park for the next committee meeting. 
2. All interested committee members should review the tentative calendar and suggest topics for 

open dates. 
3. Come up with ideas for an outline and template for things to cover in our “Working with Wood” 

document of lessons learned. Having a template will help everyone gather pertinent information 
before, during, and after each meeting to help create a document along the way rather than at 
the end of the year. 

 


